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Fine steel needles, which seem to have been a Spanish invention, came into 
use in England in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, although they appeared during 
that of Mary Tudor, but failed to find favor with the workers. After their 
adoption, the sixteenth century ran riot in embroidered luxury. Everything 
was elaborately worked in all-over designs, scrolling stems, applique work in 
profusion on velvet, satin, cloth of gold and silver, as well as intricate scenes 
and complicated pictures, examples of which remain to attest the skill of the 
workers. 

S. Y. S. 



NOTES 

The Museum has received from the Field Museum of Natural History, 
Chicago, a pair of enormous vases which were the tours ds force of the exhibit 
of the Berlin Royal Porcelain Works at the Columbian Exposition in Chicago 
in 1893. These remarkable examples of ceramic art stand nine feet in height 
and are decorated with figures of cupids in relief, festoons of modeled porce- 
lain flowers and two large shield-shaped handles, terminating in modeled heads 
of Satyrs, and bearing medallions enclosing paintings of children's heads. The 
bodies of the vases are glazed in royal blue and decorated with floral designs 
in gold. 

These are among the most important examples of hard paste porcelain ever 
made and in their manufacture difficulties have been overcome which only a 
manufacturer can fully appreciate. Fifty-four moulds were required to form 
the piece and the burning required the greatest skill, several similar pieces 
having been ruined in the kilns before the perfect one exhibited was obtained. 

Included in the gift is a large porcelain centerpiece for a dining table made 
by E. Gerard Dufrasseix & Co., Limoges, France. It consists of four basins 
with cupids or amorini in relief on the edges, and a finely modeled central 
group consisting of two women, a girl and a goat. 

* * * 

School Notes. — The Art Department united with several other art 
institutions of the city in a "Masque" of historic periods, with the object of 
experimenting for future combined work of this kind. 

The sixth century Byzantine period is the time chosen for the representation 
by the School; and the incident, the meeting of the Emperor Justinian and 
Theodora the Greek dancer. Miss Genevieve Gibbs and Mr. Warwick enact 
these two parts and about forty of the students from various classes fill the 
roles of the Patriarch, and other ecclesiastics, courtiers and court ladies, 
ambassadors, etc. 

All the costumes were designed and made in the School by members of 
the Costume Class and the Alumni Association, and so far as possible they 
reproduce correctly the dress of the time, and almost all the materials are 
the genuine fabrics. Where stenciling was necessary the patterns have been 



BULLETIN OF THE PENNSYLVANIA MUSEUM 27 

derived from historic examples. They will be kept for the use of the decora- 
tion, illustration, and sketch classes. These additions to the already large num- 
ber in the possession of the School, and the bequest from the estate of the late 
Peter Moran of his fine collection of genuine American Indian costumes, make 
the problem of the care and preservation of the whole a matter of considerable 

difficulty. 

* * * 

In a recent competition for the best design of the front of a semi-detached 
house for the Northeast Boulevard, the first three prizes and several of the 
honorable mentions were awarded to former pupils, the first prize being given 
to Miss Helen C. Sowden, one of the very few women students entered in our 

architectural drawing class. 

* * * 

The Costume Design Class, which was regularly organized this season, has 
produced very satisfactory results. The President of the Associate Committee 
of Women, and some other of the members, have had costumes designed (which 
are now in process of making) as a testimony to the artistic qualities of the 
students' work. For several years young women graduates of the School have 
been taking positions at very remunerative salaries in the large dressmaking 
houses and it is expected the new plan of this class will enable certain of those 
enrolled to establish themselves as independent designers. 

* * * 

The School will, after this season, open about the middle of September 
and close about the middle of May, thus advancing the date a week. This 
will permit the holding of the commencement exercises and the exhibition 
before the majority of people interested leave town, and before the heat 
becomes so great as is usual, at the former period, in June. 

* * * 

It is planned to introduce a special class in the artistic requirements of 
printing establishments; the layouts for pages, covers, etc., and the best com- 
bination of colors, the forms of letters, numerals, and the whole effect of paper, 
ink, design, and workmanship. Mr. Edward Stern of the Advisory Ccmmittee 
has the matter in charge, and expects to effect an organization among the 
publishers and printers which will insure the success of the undertaking. 

* * * 

Mrs. John Harrison has presented a reproduction of the fine two-handled, 
Etruscan, red terra-cotta vase in the Capitoline Museum at Rome; a bust of 
Cosimo II di Medici, and another of an unknown man, from the originals in 
Florence, both in bronze, also reproduced by the Signa Company. 

* * * 

Miss Gertrude Abbott has presented a bronze Pompeian lamp, and a 
collection of nineteenth century jewelry. Mr. H. H. Battles, some excep- 
tionally intricate Japanese stencils. From the estate of Charles E. Dana plaster 
casts and art materials have been received. 
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Exhibits of School work have been sent out by the Alumni Association in 
the past three months as follows: 

University of Pittsburgh Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Public Schools Chicago, 111. 

High Schools Richmond, Va. 

Public Schools Buffalo, N. Y. 

Art Institute Indianapolis, Ind. 

Montana State College Bozeman, Mont. 

State Normal School Newark, N. J. 

State College Ames, Iowa 

School of Art Cleveland, Ohio 

Civic Association Roanoke, Va. 

Public Industrial Art School Philadelphia, Pa. 

Public Schools Homestead, Pa. 

(In most of these institutions the art work is in charge of our graduates.) 

Eastern Art Teachers Association Buffalo, N. Y. 

National Association of Cement Manufacturers Chicago, 111. 

* * * 

Various exhibitions are scheduled for the near future, the most important 
being that to beheld at Washington, D. C, under the auspices of the American 

Federation of Art. 

* * * 

The Rosemont School Board has commissioned Mr. Sinnock to execute 
the decorations of its latest building, his designs submitted in competition 
being considered the best. The subjects are: 

Decoration in Sgraffito of the Vestibule. 

Landing of the Pilgrims. 

Presents for Massasoic — The Faithful Friend of the White Man. 

The First Thanksgiving Day. 

* * * 

The various " Guilds," under the head of which the students have organiza- 
tions, arranged several informal talks to the members, and other students of 
the School. Mrs. Blankenburg sppke on "Efficiency;" Mr. Oakley, Mr. F. H. 
Taylor, and Mr. Sprout on "Illustration." 

* * * 

This year's "Guild" has instituted simple open-air exercises in the north 
courtyard, directed by two of the members who have had experience in 
teaching good methods, and a brief interval in the morning is utilized most 
advantageously in this manner. 

* * * 

An active movement has begun to advertise the School, and the home 
towns and schools of the students are to be made acquainted with the courses 
offered here. 



